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The Biblical Witness 

 
Job 40:15 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox. 16 Lo now, his strength is 
in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly. 17 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his 

stones are wrapped together. 
 

 The opening scripture is prima facie evidence of the Brontosaurus in the Ancient world. 
The Hebrew word for move in this passage is chaphets which refers to a move of the will or the 
pleasure of the will. The word for cedar is erez. 1 This word is used three ways in scripture: 
 
a. It is used in Leviticus as the cedar wood used to craft the priestly instruments of the Levites.  

                                                             
1 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H730&t=KJV 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H730&t=KJV


 
Lev 14:4 Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean, and 

cedar H730 wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: 
 
b. It is used to denote a whole cedar tree:  
 

Num 24:6 As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign aloes which 
the LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees H730 beside the waters. 

 
1Ki 4:33 And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth 

out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. 
 

1Ki 5:6 - Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees H730 out of Lebanon; 
 

2 Ki 19:23 - By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my 
chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall 

cedar trees H730 thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and 
into the forest of his Carmel. 

 
c. It is also used to specific the species of cedar in distinction to other species of trees.  

 
2Sa 5:11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar H730 trees, and carpenters, and 

masons: and they built David an house. 
 

1Ki 5:10 - So Hiram gave Solomon cedar H730 trees and fir trees according to all his desire. 
 

1Ki 9:11 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with cedar H730 trees and fir trees, and with 
gold, according to all his desire,) that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 

 
Keil and Delitsch states of Job 40:15-17 that the cedar is only to denote a branch of a cedar tree: 
 

 “therefore: ligaments and muscles) of its clumsy belly. The brush of a tail, short in 
comparison with the monster itself, is compared to a cedar (a branch of it), ratione 
glabritiei, rotunditatis, spissitudinis et firmitatis(Bochart); since the beast is in general 
almost without hair, it looks like a stiff, naked bone, and yet it can bend it like an 
elastic cedar branch; חפץ is Hebraeo-Arab., (ḥfḍ)” 

 
Lange's Commentary agrees and refers this passage to the Hippo. The problem is Job uses two words 
to specifically refer to a branch of a tree: yowneqeth2 and kippah3 and the book doesn’t use them here.  

 

                                                             
2 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H3127&t=KJV 
3 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H3712&t=KJV 



Job 41:19 “Out of his mouth go burning torches; Sparks of fire leap forth. 20 “Out of his nostrils smoke goes 
forth As from a boiling pot and burning rushes. 21 “His breath kindles coals, 

And a flame goes forth from his mouth. (NASB) 
 

The Hebrew words for the Dragon’s fire always refer to literal burning lamps, firebrands and fire.  
Yet John Gill says this is a hyperbole! Lange says Leviathan is a crocodile and the water spouting out 
of its nose is water that shines like fire. This is utterly preposterous. Job is obviously describing 
ancient Dinosaurs and the western man had not yet attained enough knowledge on the subject to 
speak intelligently about it.   
 
Isa. 14:29 Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out of the 

serpent's root shall come forth a cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent. 
 
John Gill comments saying, 
 

“that is, from the posterity, of Uzziah king of Judah, who greatly annoyed the 
Philistines, for which reason he is compared to a "serpent", should arise Hezekiah 
compared to a "cockatrice", because he would be, and he was, more harmful and 
distressing to them; see ( 2 Kings 18:8 ) :  
 
and his fruit [shall be] a fiery flying serpent; 
 
not the fruit of the cockatrice, but of the serpent; and intends the same as before, 
Hezekiah, likened to such a creature, because of the fury and swiftness with which 
he was to come, and did come, against the Philistines, and the hurt he did to them: 
the "serpent" to which he is compared is called "fiery", or "burning", because it 
inflames where it bites; of which see ( Numbers 21:6 ) and "flying", not because it has 
wings, though some serpents are said to have them; but because, when it leaps or 
darts upon a man, it is with such swiftness, that it seems to fly; the serpent called 
"acontias", or "serpens jaculus", is here alluded to. The Targum applies the passage to 
the Messiah, thus, 
 
``for out of the children's children of Jesse shall come forth the Messiah, and his 
works shall be among you as a flying serpent.” 

 
Num. 21:6 And the Lord sent fiery(saraph) serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much 

people of Israel died. 
 
There is no evidence at all that this word mean venomous.  
 
Thus, we see abundant evidence from scripture of the existence of massive reptiles in the ancient 
world.  
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-kings/18-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/21-6.html


The Ancient Witness 
 

 Ishtar Gate depicting Dragons 
 

 The History of Animals by Aristotle, Part 20: 
  
“River-fish and lake-fish also are exempt from diseases of a pestilential character, but 
certain species are subject to special and peculiar maladies. For instance, the sheat-
fish just before the rising of the Dog-star, owing to its swimming near the surface of 
the water, is liable to sunstroke, and is paralysed by a loud peal of thunder. The carp 
is subject to the same eventualities but in a lesser degree. The sheatfish is 
destroyed in great quantities in shallow waters by the serpent called the dragon. In 
the balerus and tilon a worm is engendered about the rising of the Dog-star, that 
sickens these fish and causes them to rise towards the surface, where they are killed 
by the excessive heat. The chalcis is subject to a very violent malady; lice are 
engendered underneath their gills in great numbers, and cause destruction among 
them; but no other species of fish is subject to any such malady.”4  

 
 Herodotus, The Histories, Book 2 Sections 75-76: 

 
“There is a place in Arabia not far from the town of Buto where I went to learn about 
the winged serpents. When I arrived there, I saw innumerable bones and backbones 
of serpents: many heaps of backbones, great and small and even smaller. [2] This 
place, where the backbones lay scattered, is where a narrow mountain pass opens 
into a great plain, which adjoins the plain of Egypt. [3] Winged serpents are said to 
fly from Arabia at the beginning of spring, making for Egypt; but the ibis birds 
encounter the invaders in this pass and kill them. [4] The Arabians say that the ibis 
is greatly honored by the Egyptians for this service, and the Egyptians give the same 
reason for honoring these birds. 
 
Now this is the appearance of the ibis. It is all quite black, with the legs of a crane, 
and a beak sharply hooked, and is as big as a landrail. Such is the appearance of the 
ibis which fights with the serpents. Those that most associate with men (for there are 
two kinds of ibis1 ) [2] have the whole head and neck bare of feathers; their plumage 
is white, except the head and neck and wingtips and tail (these being quite black); 
the legs and beak of the bird are like those of the other ibis. The serpents are like 
water-snakes. [3] Their wings are not feathered but very like the wings of a bat. 
I have now said enough concerning creatures that are sacred.”5 

 
 Strabo, Geography, Volume 7, Book XVI, 2. 17 pg. 261,6  

                                                             
4 http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/history_anim.8.viii.html 
5 http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+2.75&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126 
6 https://archive.org/stream/in.gov.ignca.2919/2919#page/n271/mode/2up 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishtar_Gate
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/history_anim.8.viii.html
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+2.75&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
https://archive.org/stream/in.gov.ignca.2919/2919#page/n271/mode/2up


 

 
 

 
 

 Pliny the Elder, Natural History, Book 8, C. 11,  
 

“CHAP. 11. (11.)—IN WHAT COUNTRIES THE ELEPHANT IS FOUND; THE 
ANTIPATHY OF THE ELEPHANT AND THE DRAGON. 
 
Africa produces elephants, beyond the deserts of the Syrtes, and in Mauritania; they 
are found also in the. countries of the Æthiopians and the Troglodytæ as mentioned 
above.1 But it is India that produces the largest,2 as well as the dragon,3 which is 
perpetually at war with the elephant, and is itself of so enormous a size, as easily to 
envelope the elephants with its folds, and encircle them in its coils. The contest is 
equally fatal to both; the elephant, vanquished, falls to the earth, and by its weight, 
crushes the dragon which is entwined around it.4”7 

 
Book VIII, Chap 13,  
 

                                                             
7http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3
D11 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D11#note1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D11#note2
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D11#note3
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D11#note4
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D11
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D11


“CHAP. 13. (13.)—DRAGONS. 
Æthiopia produces dragons, not so large as those of India, but still, twenty cubits 
in length.1 The only thing that surprises me is, how Juba came to believe that they 
have crests.2 The Æthiopians are known as the Asachæi, among whom they most 
abound; and we are told, that on those coasts four or five of them are found twisted 
and interlaced together like so many osiers in a hurdle, and thus setting sail, with 
their heads erect, they are borne along upon the waves, to find better sources of 
nourishment in Arabia.”8 

 
 Alexander the Great tells of the great dragon in India,9  

 

 

                                                             
8http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3
D13 
9https://archive.org/stream/L449AelianCharacteristicsOfAnimalsIII1217/L449-
Aelian%20Characteristics%20of%20Animals%20III%3A12-17#page/n123/mode/2up 
 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D13#note1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D13#note2
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D13
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0137%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D13
https://archive.org/stream/L449AelianCharacteristicsOfAnimalsIII1217/L449-Aelian%20Characteristics%20of%20Animals%20III%3A12-17#page/n123/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/L449AelianCharacteristicsOfAnimalsIII1217/L449-Aelian%20Characteristics%20of%20Animals%20III%3A12-17#page/n123/mode/2up


 
 

The Middle-Age Testimony 
 

 The Legend of the Gargoille.  
 

 Marco Polo tells of the great dragons of the Mongolian province of Karazan,10   
 

                                                             
10 https://archive.org/details/marcopolo00polouoft/page/246 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gargoyle#Legend_of_the_Gargouille


 

 
 
 

The Modern Testimony 
 

 The developers of modern Zoology acknowledge the existence of dragons.  
 



The history of four-footed beasts and serpents(Foundation of modern 
Zoology) by Topsell, Edward, 1572-1625?; Gessner, Conrad, 
1516-1565; Moffett, Thomas, 1553-1604; Rowland, John, M.D 
published =1658:11 

[pg. 701] 

                                                             
11 https://archive.org/stream/historyoffourfoo00tops#page/701/mode/1up 

https://archive.org/stream/historyoffourfoo00tops#page/701/mode/1up


 
[Pg. 156]12 

 
A Dictionary of the English Language by Samuel Johnson, 1768,  
 

 
 
 

 There have been numerous modern reports of Pterosaurs as well as ancient Mythologies 
about them. 

 
O7TV, Real Pterosaur spotted over Idaho, USA?, Published on Jul 29, 2015 - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf9k0MBT7WI 

http://www.laattorneyvideo.com/nonlegal/pterosaurs/Indonesia/ 
 
https://www.livepterosaur.com/LP_Blog/archives/1910 
                                                             
12 https://archive.org/stream/historyoffourfoo00tops#page/156/mode/1up 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=bXsCAAAAQAAJ&pg=PT7#v=onepage&q=%22a%20kind%20of%20winged%20ferpent%22&f=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf9k0MBT7WI
http://www.laattorneyvideo.com/nonlegal/pterosaurs/Indonesia/
https://www.livepterosaur.com/LP_Blog/archives/1910
https://archive.org/stream/historyoffourfoo00tops#page/156/mode/1up


 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kongamato 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderbird_(mythology) 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piasa 
 

 Loch Ness Monster is a modern day Plesiosaur.  
 

http://www.nessie.co.uk/ 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/41997932/2017-has-been-a-record-year-for-sightings-of-the-loch-
ness-monster 
 
http://www.lochnesssightings.com/index.asp?pageid=498361 
 
http://www.lochnesssightings.com/ 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Monster-Hunt-Tim-Dinsdale/dp/087491325X 
 

 Bessie of Lake Erie is also a modern 
record of the plesiosaur.  
 
link 
 

http://paleo.cc/paluxy/eriebaby.htm 
 

 The Ogopogo in Okanagan Lake, 
British Columbia, Canada, is a 
modern report of the Basilosaurus. 
 

In Search of Ogopogo by Gaal Arlene 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogopogo 
 
Creation Camp, Arlene Gaal:  
 
YouTube Link 
 

 The Seadragon of 1749 off the Coast 
of Suffolk is clearly a Kronosaurus or 
Basilosaurus: Encyclopaedia Perthensis, 
Or, Universal Dictionary of the Arts, 
Volume 20, pg. 337: (Image to the 
right) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kongamato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderbird_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piasa
http://www.nessie.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/41997932/2017-has-been-a-record-year-for-sightings-of-the-loch-ness-monster
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/41997932/2017-has-been-a-record-year-for-sightings-of-the-loch-ness-monster
http://www.lochnesssightings.com/index.asp?pageid=498361
http://www.lochnesssightings.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Monster-Hunt-Tim-Dinsdale/dp/087491325X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_(lake_monster)
http://paleo.cc/paluxy/eriebaby.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogopogo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4eM6EyUf3E


 
 
 
 

 The Lake Champlain Monster, or Champ, is a modern day Plesiosaur: 
 

American Myths, Legends, and Tall Tales edited by Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, pg. 205. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champ_(folklore) 
 
https://www.lakechamplainregion.com/heritage/champ 
 

 Moore’s Beach Monster of 1925, the Sea Monster of Santa Cruz was also a recently 
recorded Plesiosaur.  
 

http://www.trueauthority.com/cryptozoology/moore.htm 
 
See also Mysterious Sea Monsters of California's Central Coast Paperback by Randall A. 
Reinstedt.  
 

 The Brontosaurus has many recent witnesses in Africa: Beasts and Men by Carl 
Hagenbeck (1909), pg. 96,  

 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=kXnEDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA205&dq=samuel+champlain+%2220+foot+serpent%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjT0tXIxf3aAhXIdN8KHYs0CJsQ6AEILzAB#v=onepage&q=samuel%20champlain%20%2220%20foot%20serpent%22&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champ_(folklore)
https://www.lakechamplainregion.com/heritage/champ
https://www.genesispark.com/exhibits/evidence/cryptozoological/plesiosaurs/santa-cruz/
https://www.genesispark.com/exhibits/evidence/cryptozoological/plesiosaurs/santa-cruz/
http://www.trueauthority.com/cryptozoology/moore.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=egnuw-Ra5i4C&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22half-god,+half-beast%22,+dinosaur&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3t9_57_3aAhUirlkKHdOhAm4Q6AEINTAC#v=snippet&q=%22some%20years%20ago%20I%20received%20reports%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=egnuw-Ra5i4C&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22half-god,+half-beast%22,+dinosaur&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3t9_57_3aAhUirlkKHdOhAm4Q6AEINTAC#v=snippet&q=%22some%20years%20ago%20I%20received%20reports%22&f=false


 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mokele-mbembe 
 
New York Herald, “Is a Brontosaurus Roaming Africa's Wilds”, Feb. 13, 1910, 
 

 
 
A Living Dinosaur?: In Search of Mokele-Mbembe by Roy P. MacKal 
 
“There Could be Dinosaurs” by Ivan T. Sanderson, Saturday Evening Post, Jan. 3, 1998, 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mokele-mbembe
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Dinosaur-Search-Mokele-Mbembe/dp/9004085432


 

 
[Pg. 526] 

 
 1907 - Lieutenant-Colonel Percy Fawcett of the British Army witnessed a Diplodocus in 

Brazil.  
 

 The Great New England Sea Serpents.  
 

http://www.fawcettadventure.com/colonel_fawcett's_dinosaur.html
http://www.fawcettadventure.com/colonel_fawcett's_dinosaur.html
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/great-new-england-sea-serpents/


The Atheist Establishment dismisses all this 
evidence as an elaborate hoax and esoteric 
symbolism. Carl Sagan says these endless reports of 
Dinosaurs and Dragons throughout world history  
were mental symbols of our struggle for survival.13  
 
He couches this in the Darwinian theory of the 
origin of Human cognition which has been soundly 
refuted by Noam Chomsky.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
13 Carl Sagan, The Dragons of Eden, 140-148 
 

https://archive.org/stream/B-001-015-431#page/n163/mode/1up

